


I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, 
educated at the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict 

manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all 
of you are this day. I persecuted this Way to the death, 

binding and delivering to prison both men and women,  as 
the high priest and the whole council of elders can bear me 
witness. From them I received letters to the brothers, and I 
journeyed toward Damascus to take those also who were 

there and bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be punished. 



You have heard of my former life in Judaism, 
how I persecuted the church of God violently 
and tried to destroy it. And I was advancing  

in Judaism beyond many of my own age  
among my people, so extremely zealous was I 

for the traditions of my fathers. 



If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
   

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel,  
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews;  

as to the law, a Pharisee;  
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;  

as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Confidence in  Race 



If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
   

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel,  
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews;  

as to the law, a Pharisee;  
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;  

as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Confidence in  Religion 



If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
   

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel,  
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews;  

as to the law, a Pharisee;  
as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;  

as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Confidence in  Righteousness 



From Race to Gaining Christ 

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
- Philippians 3:7 



New Identity 

But you are a chosen race...  
a holy nation, a people  
for his own possession,  
that you may proclaim  
the excellencies of him  
who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. 
   - 1 Peter 2:9 



New Passion 

For I could wish that I myself  
were cursed and cut off  
from Christ  
for the sake of my people,  
those of my own race. 
   - Romans 9:3 



From Religion to Knowing Christ 
I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of  

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss  
of all things and count them as rubbish 

- Philippians 3:7 



Counting all things  

as rubbish 



A knowledge that surpasses knowledge 

“to know this love that surpasses knowledge”  -Ephesians 3:19 



From Righteousness to Faith in Christ 

... and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own  
that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, 

the righteousness from God that depends on faith. 
- Philippians 3:7 

God made him who had no sin to be 

sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 



Successful       Suffering 
  Sinner                Saint 

̴ OR ̴  

...that I may know him and the power  
of his resurrection, and may share  
his sufferings, becoming like him in  
his death, that by any means possible I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

       -Philippians 3:10-11 



Misunderstood 
Acts 9:20-22 



Mistreated 
Acts 9:23-25 



Missioned 
Acts 9:26-30 



that I may know him  
and the power of his resurrection... 

that by any means possible  
I may attain  

the resurrection from the dead. 

     -Philippians 3:10-11 



So the church throughout all Judea  
and Galilee and Samaria had peace 
and was being built up. And walking  

in the fear of the Lord and in the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.

     -Acts 9:31 




