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3 categories of books in the Old Testament:

1. Historic    2. Poetic    3. Prophetic
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Poetic books:

Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon
3 types of Hebrew poetry:  1. Lyric   2. Instructional   3. Dramatic
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Elihu = “he is God”



Job was the greatest of all the people of the east.
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Job 1: 3  Job 42:12

42:12
The Lord blessed the latter days 

of Job more than his beginning. 

I loath my life.



Our View of Suffering

GUILTY -OR- GLORYGUILTY

Job = I’m not guilty!

The three men ceased to answer Job, 

because he was righteous in his own eyes.

- Job 32:1 

Job’s friends = You’re guilty!



And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”



Our View of Suffering

GUILTY -OR- GLORYGLORY

Behold, God does all these things…

to bring a person’s soul from the pit,

that he may be lighted with the light of life.
- Job 33:29-30 



And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, 

or his parents, but that the works of God 
might be displayed in him.



Our Focus in Suffering

LOSS -OR- GAINLOSS
We look to escape

You still hold fast your integrity? 

Curse God and die.
- Job 2:9 



Our Focus in Suffering

LOSS -OR- GAINGAIN
We look to endure



God gives me up to the ungodly
and casts me into the hands of the wicked.

I was at ease, and he broke me apart; 

He seized me by the neck 

and dashed me to pieces;

He set me up as His target;
His archers surround me. …

He breaks me with breach upon breach;
He runs upon me like a warrior. …

My face is red with weeping,
and on my eyelids is deep darkness,

although there is no violence in my hands,
and my prayer is pure.

“O earth, cover not my blood,
and let my cry find no resting place.

Even now, behold, my witness is in heaven,
and He who testifies for me is on high.

Connections with the Sufferings of Christ



Rejoice insofar as you 

share Christ's sufferings, 

that you may also rejoice and be glad 

when His glory is revealed.

- 1 Peter 4:13

Connections with the Sufferings of Christ



The Righteousness of Christ

Since Christ suffered in the flesh, 

arm yourselves with the 

same way of thinking, 

for whoever has suffered in the flesh 

has ceased from sin

- 1 Peter 4:1



Our Focus in Suffering

LOSS -OR- GAINGAIN 

Whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of 

Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 

For His sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 

them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be 

found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that 

comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith.



Our Outcome of Suffering

BLIND -OR- SEEBLIND
They do not listen to God

If they are bound in the cords of affliction, then the LORD 

declares to them their work and their transgressions, 

that they are behaving arrogantly. He opens their ears to 

instruction and commands that they return from iniquity. 

If they listen and serve him, they complete their days in prosperity, 

and their years in pleasantness. But if they do not listen, 

they perish by the sword and die without knowledge. 

The godless in heart cherish anger; 

they do not cry for help when he binds them. - Job 36:8-13 



Our Outcome of Suffering

BLIND -OR- SEESEE
They do listen to God

I have uttered what I did not understand,

things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.

‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, 

and you make it known to me.’

I had heard of You by the hearing of the ear, 

but now my eye sees You.

- Job 42:3-5



There is a Refining

He knows the way that I take;
when He has tried me, 

I shall come out as gold.

- Job 23:10

Count it all joy, when you 

meet trials of various kinds, 

for you know that 

the testing of your faith 

produces steadfastness. 

And let steadfastness 

have its full effect, that you 

may be perfect and complete, 

lacking in nothing.  - James 1:2-4



There is a Hope

Though He slay me, I will hope in Him.  

- Job 13:15

For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and at the last He will stand upon the earth.  

- Job 19:25

Fix your eyes on Jesus… 
who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is seated at the right hand 
of the throne of God.
Consider Him who endured from sinners 
such hostility against Himself, so that you 
may not grow weary or fainthearted.

- Hebrews 12:2-3



Our Response to the

SUFFERING 

SERVANT

SUFFERING 

SERVANT

For Christ suffered once for sins, 

the righteous for the unrighteous, 

that He might bring us to God.
- 1 Peter 3:18



“Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped Him.

Would that there were an arbiter between us,

who might lay his hand on us both.

- Job 9:33

Jesus is our Elihu
“He is God”



arose and tore his robe and shaved 

his head and fell on the ground and

WORSHIPED.
And he said, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, 

and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, 

and the Lord has taken away;

blessed be the name of the Lord.”




