


I have a 

Brother 



He’s the firstborn 

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 

to be conformed to the image of his Son,  

in order that he might be the firstborn  

among many brothers.  
      – Romans 8:29 



He sold me his birthright – 
and it cost me nothing 

Though [Jesus] was in the form of God,  

He did not count equality with God  

a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself...  
    – Philippians 2:6-7 



keep me from him 
My sins 



MY name is... 

JACOB 
“Deceiver” 



My brother hates my name 

and knows I deserve to die 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 
    – Romans 3:23 

 

 For the wages of sin is death 
    – Romans 6:23 



My life is blessed,  

but broken 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places... 
  

     – Ephesians 1:3 



My brother is 

pursuing me 



Malachi 3:6-7 
 

I the Lord do not change; therefore you,  
O children of Jacob, are not consumed.  

From the days of your fathers you have turned 
aside from my statutes and have not kept them. 

Return to me, and I will return to you,  
says the Lord of hosts.  



God delivers me  
by                      me changing 



My struggle has been 

with God this whole time 

Against you, you only, have I sinned... 
      – Psalm 51:4 



I confess my name -  
and I receive a new identity 

I acknowledged my sin to you,  

and I did not cover my iniquity; 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” 

and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.   
      – Psalm 32:5 

My walk is not the same 



My brother 

embraces me 



There is a 

  

moment 

PRODIGAL 



He accepts  

my gifts 

because  

    he  

accepted me 

FIRST 



He now goes 

  of me 

And stays 

                        me 

AHEAD 

BESIDE 



Israel 
My name is 

“struggle with God” 



This God is MY God – 

El-Elohe Israel 

Truly God is good to Israel, 

    to those who are pure in heart.  
      – Psalm 73:1 



I still make mistakes 

But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled, 

    my steps had nearly slipped. 

For I was envious of the arrogant  

when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
      – Psalm 73:2-3 



God never gives up on me 

...then I went into the sanctuary of God; 

    then I discerned their end. 
 

Nevertheless, I am continually with you; 

    you hold my right hand. 

You guide me with your counsel, 

    and afterward you will receive me to glory. 
     – Psalm 73:2-3 





For the word of the 
cross is foolishness  
to those who are 
perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it 
is the power of God.  
              – 1 Corinthians 1:18 

Jacob said,  
“Sell me your birthright now.”  
 

Esau said,  
“I am about to die; of what 
use is a birthright to me?” 
                   – Genesis 25:31-32 



Jacob I loved,  

but Esau I hated 

The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;  

you hate all evildoers.  – Psalm 5:5 

“[Jesus] had to be made like his brothers in every 

respect, so that he might become a merciful  

and faithful high priest in the service of God,  

to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 

        – Hebrews 2:17 






